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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, IIl. 


Giwistmas Greetings 


are ideally expressed by our assortment of Folders, 
liturgical in design, deeply symbolic, exquisite in workmanship 
and lithographed in rich colors. They are exceedingly Low IN PRICE. 
14 assorted folders in a box for only 50¢ 
OR 30 folders for $1.00 (including envelopes) 


SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES as follows: 


100 folders — $3.00 per hundred 
500 folders — 2.50 per hundred 
1000 folders — 2.00 per hundred 


(These prices include envelopes. Carriage extra) 


Our Christmas Folders, reproductions of works of true Christian 
art, have been very well received also by non-Catholics. The following 
is but one instance which could be cited: 

San Francisco, Calif. “T had many compliments on your cards 
last year, and many of my Protestant friends are purchasing from you, 
direct, this year,” 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Announcing ~, 


A Special 
Gift Subscription Rate 


From December | to 15, 1940 


» 


For this limited time we offer the following special 
rates ONLY on gift subscriptions for 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 


1 subscription — 75¢ 
2 subscriptions — $1.25 
3 subscriptions — 2.00 
4 subscriptions — 2.75 
5 subscriptions — 3.25 


Bd 


RA ») HAT more appropriate gift for a Catholic to 
© | give to a Catholic at Christmas? Here you 
have a spiritual value which will extend itself 
through twelve months —a gift which will 





(\/. renew itself twelve times during the year. 
| And surely no more REASONABLE gift 
L : could be found! 

¢ An attractive gift card bearing your 
name and a Christmas greeting will be sent 
with the first issue of the magazine just before Christmas. 
With each gift subscription, a precious Scheyern Cross 
with explanatory folder will also be given. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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(This page will be omitted from the gift copies.) 





























Qlheistmas Greetings 


and Hest Wishes for a Happy Tew Year 


to our esteemed 
Readers and Penefactors 


With the sincere praper that the Infant Savior 
map bless pou at this holp season and protect pon 
throughout the New Year. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, DMissouri Mundelein, Illinois @ucson, Arizona 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the Consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 36 December, 1940 No. 8 








“Behold, I Knock ...” 
i 4= 


OON the holy Advent season will again open out 
before us, awakened from its long sleep in the bosom 
of Holy Mother Church. Once again we shall give 
expression to our longing for and our need of the 
Savior, in the pleading hymns and prayers of the 
liturgy. Yet in the midst of our preparations for 
the coming of the Redeemer, we must realize that 
our longing for the lost Redeemer must be even 

stronger and more ardent than was the longing of our forefathers for 

the One who had not yet come — for all humanity today is seeking 
the lost paradise which Christ gave back to us on Golgotha; but un- 
fortunately most of mankind seek this paradise far from the place 
where it may be found. To truly long for Christ means not merely 
to be satisfied with soulless exterior forms of worship, but rather that 
the word of God, especially that recorded by the Evangelists, must be 
received and reproduced by living deeds. 

It not seldom happens that we satisfy our conscience on the point 
of practicing our religion with certain merely exterior exercises, and 
thus it comes about that our soul falls into a fatal slumber. Certain 
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religious exercises can hardly be said to require sacrifice; it is easy 
to continue along old accustomed paths, almost entirely without exer- 
tion. Yet such a condition of the soul means death to all striving 
for higher things, for the heart remains ensnared by worldly desires 
and sentiments. In such cases, it is only a very special grace which 
will save the soul —a holy dissatisfaction must take possession of it. 
The longing for Christ must flare up in it like a consuming fire and 
rouse the soul from its lethargy. Otherwise our customary exercises 
of religion which are not pervaded by a deep interior piety easily dis- 
sipate the best in us, create unfruitful tracts of land, a wilderness and 
a desert. Then only a longing for something better can help us. The 
longing to change this desert into a fruitful vineyard must direct our 
eyes to the Divine Sower, who alone can accomplish the work. Let 
us, therefore, not bask in self-complacent convenient exercises of piety, 
but rather seek to animate them with new fervor, new zeal during the 
holy Advent season. 

Yes, Advent is indeed a time of blessings for us. The Savior calls 
out to us: “Now is the hour to rise from sleep” (Rom. xiii. 11). Do 
not be satisfied, as long as the world and sin captivate you. Do not 
grow weary of clearing from your heart the debris and dust of every 
day. Go forward courageously on the path of virtue, that you may 
not remain lying indolently in the trench of lukewarmness, where frost 
and cold will kill you. 


A Neglected Treasure 


We are often inclined to wonder how it could be that the Apostles 
were so long with Christ and did not know Him. Our Lord Himself 
complained to them during the last days of His life: “Have I] been so 
long a time with you and you have not known Me?” But does not this 
complaint also concern us? We, too, have Christ with us; we have 
had Him for centuries, not only in the Blessed Sacrament, but also 
in a very living manner in the holy Gospels. Never did men leave 
a more precious legacy than that of the four sacred writers, yet never 
has a bequest been more neglected. St. Ephraim calls Holy Scripture 
a field which can never be completely reaped, while St. Ambrose calls 
it a verdant pasture. But the rich field and verdant pasture are only 
too often left lonely and neglected, because there is no one to make 
use of their fruitful treasures. How is it that we are so cold toward 
Christ as He is portrayed in the Gospel, that we care so little to seek 
for Him there, while we leave the treasures of His Divine wisdom and 
example unused? Our deplorable lack of knowledge of Holy Scripture, 
our want of understanding of the life-history of Jesus, is indeed a great 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 229 


loss to our soul. Would that we would more often fix our gaze upon 
the infinitely loving and lovable God who rules all times and places, 
as He is portrayed in the Gospel! Did we but seek Him more often 
there, where He is truly to be found, we would assuredly try to submerge 
ourselves more and more into Him, that His life might be reflected 
in our own. This would surely be the most efficacious means of longing 
for Christ: to walk in His footsteps, to live His life, to reach the goal 
which a Christian should ever have before his sight: to become another 
Christ. 

The ardent longing of the just of the Old Law was ever directed 
toward the coming Redeemer. They gazed steadfastly into the future, 
so that their lives were entirely colored by the one all-absorbing desire: 
“Come, oh, come, Emmanuel, save Thy people Israel.” But we must 
not consider that these just and holy souls were rigid and inactive in 
their desire — their Advent was a time of serious self-examination, 
self-improvement. Faithful to the admonitions of the prophet Isaias, 
they worked unintermittently to prepare the way before the Savior, they 
went forward courageously on the path of virtue and self-denial, shaking 
off the dust of earth more and more. Christ, in a spiritual manner, 
“took form” in them before He was born of the Virgin Mary. In like 
manner, He will also become “one with us,” if we prepare the way for 
Him, that He may transform our hearts. The more we become dead to 
all things of earth, the more Christ will be able to absorb our little 
life into His, for nothing separates us more from Christ than a life 
lived according to worldly desires and maxims. 

We behold today with horror the great masses of humanity living 
without Christ and with no heed to His holy laws. Where lies the 
source of this dreadful evil? Has the religion of Jesus Christ become 
faint and weak? Is it no longer able to form the leaven of the earth? 
No believing Christian would ever accept such a statement, for he 
knows that the evil lies not in the religion of Christ, but rather in the 
way it is practiced. He recalls the words of Our Savior: “You are 
the salt of the earth. But if the salt lose its savor, wherewith shall it 
be salted? It is good for nothing any more but to be cast out, to be 
trodden on by men” (Matt. v. 13). Reflecting upon these words, we 
realize that much of the evil in the world today results from the fact 
that the salt of good Christian living has lost its savor — the followers 
of Christ are no longer faithful to the practice of His teaching. How 
many unfortunate worldlings would not have fallen away from Him, or 
would find their way back to Him, if Christ were truly living in the 
souls of Christians — if the longing for Christ were not choked by the 
dust of earth? 
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The time of Advent is rich in special graces. More than at any 
other time, our gaze should be directed toward the Savior; more than 
at any other time, we should ask ourselves: “What is there in me that 
does not belong to Christ, that is not dominated by His example?” 
Let us not harden our hearts to the necessity of preparing for the coming 
of the Savior, for if we do, we would deserve to hear, though we may 
not be granted that good fortune, the warning words of Our Savior: 
“I stand before your door and knock. Once, Christian soul, when you 
no longer inhabit this, your house of clay, you will stand before My 
door and knock. Whoever during life has lived according to My word 
shall find opened before him the door of peace; but it will not be 
opened to those who have rejected Me. Behold, I knock!” 





Christmas Thoughts from St. Bernard 
Pie 


VER fleeting in its course, the liturgical cycle once 
again brings to our door the blessed anniversary of 
the birth of Christ. The joyous feast of Christmas 
is for us a heavenly oasis in the dreary desert of 
life. Whatever sorrows and cares the past months 
may have brought us, they are forgotten on this 
holy night as we go in spirit to Bethlehem, to gaze 
with the enraptured angels and the wondering shep- 
herds upon the helpless Baby form, wrapped in swathing bands and 
laid in a straw-strewn manger. Here hope springs anew in our hearts 
and love glows with fresh ardor as we are reminded of the Heavenly 
Father’s goodness in giving us His own Divine Son to be our Savior. 

Christmas is truly the feast of God’s love for us, and in return 
we too must give love. But if we would have our love to be more 
than a passing sentiment, stirred up by the touching external festivities, 
we must ponder deeply in our hearts the Mystery of the Nativity. 

St. Bernard, whose discourses on this holy subject betray the love with 
which his heart was inflamed, will furnish us with wholesome food 
for thought. From among many, we select his Christmas sermon 

entitled: 


On the Place, the Time and Other Circumstances 
“In the nativity of our Blessed Lord there are two things to be 


considered, both exceedingly different, exceedingly wonderful. The 
Child who is born is God, the Mother of whom He is born is a virgin, 
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and her child-bearing is without pain. To celebrate these new wonders, 
a new light from heaven shines forth in the darkness of midnight. 
The angel announces tidings of great joy. A multitude of the heavenly 
army praise God and sing, ‘Glory to God on high, and peace on earth 
to men of good will.’ The shepherds hasten to find the Word that 
has been announced to them. They proclaim it to others, and all 
that hear are filled with admiration. 

“The wise man says, ‘Consider diligently the things set before 
thee’ (Prov. xxiii. 1). I may truly claim to myself the time and place 
of this nativity, the weakness of His infantine Body, the tears and 
cries of this sweet Little One, as well as the poverty and vigils of the 
shepherds to whom Our Savior’s nativity was first announced. These 
circumstances are truly mine; for me they were planned, before me 
they have been placed, and they are offered to me for my spiritual 
food, for my contemplation. 

“Christ was born in winter. He was born in the night. And we 
are to believe that His coming into the world in such an inclement 
season and in the darkness 
of night are mere casual 
events, matters simply of 
chance? From whom 
come winter and summer, 
day and night? Other 
children that as yet have 
hardly begun to dive do 
not choose the time of 
their birth; they have not 
the use: of reason, nor 
liberty of choice, nor 
faculty of deliberation. 
But Christ, though man, 
was nevertheless God. He was in the beginning with God. He was 
God, the same of whom He is the power and the wisdom, for He is 
‘the power and the wisdom of God.’ Therefore, the Son of God, in 
whose power it remained to do whatever He willed, when about to 
be born, chose His own time, and chose, too, what was specially burden- 
some to a little child and to the son of a poor mother who had hardly 
sufficient linen wherewith to swathe Him and no cradle wherein to place 
Him. And though so great was His necessity, and He God, we hear 
no mention of a rich and warm coverlet for His Divine and royal 
members. The first Adam was clothed in a tunic of skins; the second 
Adam was swathed in rags. Such things are not according to the 
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judgment of this world. Either Christ is deceived, or the world errs. 
But that the Divine Wisdom could be deceived is impossible. Justly, 
therefore, is the prudence of the flesh an enemy of God; for the prudence 
of the flesh is death, and the prudence of the world is folly. What 
follows? Christ, who could not be deceived, chose what was painful 
and burdensome; therefore, it is the best, the most profitable choice, 
that which is to be preferred to all others, and whoever teaches or per- 
suades to the contrary is to be avoided. 

“Our Blessed Lord willed to be born in the obscurity of night. 
Where are they who so shamelessly and studiously display themselves 
and their actions in the blaze of day? Christ chose what He judged 
to be most salutary; they choose what He rejected. Which of the two 
is the more prudent choice? Whose judgment the more just? Whose 
sentence the more reasonable? 

“Christ is born in a stable, and lies in a manger. Yet is He not 
the same that said, “The earth is mine and the fulness thereof’? Why, 
then, need He choose a stable? Plainly that He might reprove the 
glory of the world, that He might condemn its empty pride. The Infant 
Jesus is silent. He does not extol Himself; He does not proclaim His 
own power and greatness, and behold, an angel announces His birth, 
a multitude of the heavenly host praise and glorify the new-born King. 

“His tongue has not spoken, and, behold, everywhere He is pro- 
claimed, preached, made known. These infantine members will not be 
silent; they have another kind of language: in all of them the judgment 
of the world is reproved, subverted, and set at naught. What man with 
intelligence, being free to choose, would not prefer a full-grown, robust 
body rather than that of an infant? O Divine Wisdom! Thou art 
manifested by Thy preference for what was hidden and abject. O truly 
incarnate Wisdom, veiled in the flesh! This is nevertheless what was 
long ago prophesied by Isaias: “The child will know how to refuse evil 
and choose good.’ The pleasures of the body are the evil which He 
refuses; affliction is the good He selects. 

“When in the beginning the Word was with God, He dwelt in light 
inaccessible, for there was none that could bear that light. For who 
hath known the mind of the Lord, or who hath been His counsellor? 
The carnal man of his own nature perceives not those things which are 
of the Spirit of God; but now he can perceive them though still carnal, 
for the Word was made flesh. Since man, on account of the flesh, could 
understand nothing but what was of the flesh, behold, the Word was 
made flesh that man might be able even by the flesh to hear and under- 
stand the things of the spirit. O man, behold, that wisdom which was 
heretofore hidden is shown forth to you! It is now drawn forth from 
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its hiding place and is laid open to you, and it penetrates into the very 
perceptions of your nature. 

“T have already said that He preaches to you even in His infancy, 
and says: ‘Fly from pleasure, for death follows swiftly when sensual 
pleasure enters. Do penance, for the kingdom of God is at hand.’ The 
stable preaches this penance to us, the manger proclaims it to us; this 
is the language which His infant members speak; this is the gospel He 
announces by His cries and tears. Christ weeps, but not as the rest of 
children — that is, not for the same cause. In other children it is from 
the suffering inflicted on their senses, in Christ the affections were the 
source of His sufferings. They suffer but do not act, for they have no 
power as yet to use their will. They weep from passion, Christ from 
compassion. They weep under the heavy yoke laid upon every child 
of Adam; Christ deplores the sins of the children of Adam, and that 
for which He now sheds streams of tears He will afterward pour out 
torrents of blood. 

“How many men noble according to family rank, how many of 
the powerful and wise of this world, were at the hour of the nativity 
stretched restfully on their soft beds, not one of them being found 
worthy to behold the new and glorious light, to share in the ‘great joy,’ 
to hear the angels singing ‘Glory to God on high!’ 

“This teaches us that those who are not engaged in some useful 
labor or employment are not worthy to be visited by angels, and that 
labor undertaken with a pure intention is pleasing to the citizens of 
heaven. Indeed, they have been known to hold converse, and such 
happy converse, with the poor and laborious. Is it not, moreover, God’s 
own law that man should earn his support by his own labor and 
exertions? 

“Let me, then, earnestly beseech you to consider attentively how 
much God has done for your instruction and salvation, that a ‘word 
so living and efficacious’ may not be found fruitless in you. It is a 
word ‘faithful and worthy of all acceptance’; it is an efficacious word, 
no mere verbal expression. 

“IT, who have been speaking to you, am but a miserable man, yet 
do you suppose it would be a small affliction for me if I were to find 
that my words had failed to produce any good results in your hearts? 
With how much more justice, then, will the Lord of all majesty be 
indignant if our negligence, our slowness, our hardness of heart, were 
to make void and vain His great and precious labor. 

“May He who for our salvation vouchsafed to clothe Himself in the 
form of a servant avert this evil from us His servants — He who is 
the only-begotten Son of the Father, God blessed for ever. Amen. 
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3 Sesus Speaks of His Blessing 5 


PEAS OPOA ROM QCA HOA HHO AG COHOME 


NTOLD benefits flow to us from the Blessing of 
Jesus. Theresa Neumann, the peasant-girl of 
Konnersreuth, who is privileged to bear the im- 
pression of Our Savior’s Wounds in her hands 
and feet, is said to have received from Our 
Savior Himself the following beautiful explana- 
tion of the great value of His Blessing, given 
through the instrumentality of His priests on 

earth. As we read the words which He addressed to Theresa, we should 
certainly be animated anew with respect and esteem for the priestly 

Blessing, and far more so for the Blessing which our Divine Savior Him- 

self gives when the Blessed Sacrament is raised in Benediction during 

the solemn rite of the Church. Let us, then, resolve to avail ourselves of 
every opportunity to obtain the great spiritual benefits flowing there- 
from. Our Savior’s exhortation follows:— 

“My dear child, I wish to teach you to receive My Blessing with 
fervor. Realize that something vast takes place when you receive the 
Blessing of my priest. The Blessing is an ‘outpouring’ of My Divine 
holiness. Open your soul and let it become holy through the Blessing. 
The Blessing is a heavenly dew for the soul, through which all that is 
done can be made fruitful. Through the power to bless, I have given 
the priest the power to open the treasury of My Heart and to pour out 
from It the ‘rain’ of graces on souls. When the priest blesses, I bless. 
Then a vast stream of graces from My Sacred Heart flows into a soul 
to its fullest capacity. By recollection, keep your heart open, in order 
not to lose the benefit of the Blessing. Through My Blessing, you 
receive the grace to love, strength to endure suffering, and assistance 
for body and soul. 

“My holy Blessing contains all help for the necessities of mankind. 
Through the Blessing you are given the strength and desire to seek 
good, to shun evil, and to enjoy the protection of My children against 
the powers of darkness. It is a great privilege when you are permitted 
to receive the Blessing. You cannot comprehend how much mercy I 
extend through it to you. Therefore, never receive the Blessing in a 
‘matter-of-fact’ or thoughtless way. As poor as you are before receiving 
the Blessing, you are rich after receiving it. 
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“I regret that the Blessing of the Church is so little prized and 
so seldom received. Your good will is strengthened through the Bless- 
ing, your undertakings receive My special Providence, your weakness 
is overcome by My power, your thoughts and intentions are spiritual- 
ized, and all bad influences neutralized. I have given My Blessing 
vast power. It proceeds from the unending love of My Sacred Heart. 
The greater the zeal with which the Blessing is given and received, 
the greater its efficacy. Whether a child is blessed or the whole world 
simultaneously, the Blessing is far greater than a thousand worlds. 
Reflect that God is immense — infinitely immense. How small are all 
things in comparison to Him! It is all the same whether one or 
many receive the Blessing. This does not matter, for I give to each 
according to the measure of his or her confidence (or faith). Since 
I am infinitely rich in all good, you are permitted to receive without 
measure. You cannot hope too much from My Blessing; all will exceed 
your fondest expectations. 

“My child, protect all that give Blessings. Esteem highly what 
has been blessed; then you will please Me, your God. As often as 
you are blessed, you are united closer to Me, sanctified anew, healed 
with, and protected with the love of My Sacred Heart. 

“Often I keep hidden the workings of My Blessing so that it is 
known only in eternity. Often it appears that Blessings have no results. 
But wonderful are the workings of the Blessing — even the seemingly 
fruitless results are a blessing in disguise through the holy Blessing. 
These are often mysteries of My Providence, which I do not wish to 
manifest. 

“My Blessings often produce effects unknown to the soul. There- 
fore, have great confidence in this outpouring of My Sacred Heart, 
and reflect earnestly on this favor to you (that the apparent results 
are hidden from you). Receive the holy Blessing sincerely, for the 
graces of the Blessing find entrance only into an humble heart. Receive 
it with a good will and with the intention to become better; then will 
the Blessing penetrate to the depths of your heart and will produce 
its effects. Be a child of the Blessing; then you yourself will be a 
Blessing for others.” 


o_————C 
Remark — Private revelations, according to the decrees of Pope Urban 


VIII, in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only 
human credence. 











The First Enthronement 
>: 4— 


T WAS at Bethlehem, in Judea, on a cold winter’s night, in a poor 
stable, Mary and Joseph, rapt in prayer and contemplation, waited 

for the coming of Jesus. His throne was prepared for Him: a 
crib, a little straw, and some poor swaddling clothes. 

When the Child was born, with what profound adoration did they 
place Him in His humble manger-bed! It was poor indeed, and yet 
it was a throne. The One who rested there was the King of heaven 
and earth, the Son of God incarnate, our Elder Brother and Friend, 
Jesus. Prostrate before this throne of glory and poverty, Mary and 
Joseph prayed... What could they do but adore this King of Love, 
made man to save His brethren, proclaim His Divine sovereignty and 
offer themselves entirely to His service? 


A True Enthronement 


Was not this a real Enthronement? True, there was no officiating 
priest, but what need was there of a minister of the Old Law in the 
presence of the Sovereign Priest of the New Testament? In this, the 
very first Enthronement of the Sacred Heart, it was not the picture or 
the statue of the King which was installed in the place of honor, but 
the King Himself, newly clad in our human nature, under the appear- 
ance of a little child. 
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A Solemn Enthronement 


We might then ask: Where are the lights and the hymns which 
should accompany the Enthronement ceremony? What a poor display 
for the introduction of a King! — God Himself has provided the lights 
and hymns. Listen: the choirs of angels fill the air with their canticles 
around the humble shelter. Hearken to the royal songs which acclaim 
the Master of the universe, the God of love, of kindness and of mercy. 
Never was there such beautiful singing on this earth, not even on the 
most solemn of enthronements of the greatest monarchs. Nor are the 
lights wanting. A celestial splendor illuminates the stable, and this 
light radiates from the throne where the Divine King is resting, or 
rather, it proceeds from His Heart, which even now fulfils. His work 
of love by redeeming the world. 


Appropriate Attendants 


Everything is adapted to the occasion. Poverty being the brightest 
adornment of this Divine ceremony, behold the poor, the shepherds, 
young and old, filling the homely shrine, worshiping the King, joining 
their homage of faith, love and obedience to the sublime adoration 
of Mary and Joseph. 

What a splendid and eloquent Enthronement is that of Bethlehem! 
Here is the family in its fullest expression, the pattern of the Christian 
home, in adoration and reparation before the King of Love, enthroned 
in His crib, and in the person of the shepherds the whole of humanity 
is associated to this royal homage. Soon the Wise Men will give to 
this Enthronement its social and public character. Nothing is wanting. 
And the whole Heavenly Court is attending the ceremony, singing: 
Glory to God in the highest... 

Royalty Proclaimed 

Many centuries before His coming, He had been hailed by the 
prophets as Lord of hosts and King of kings. Let us listen to the 
inspired words which the Royal Prophet puts into the mouth of the 
future Messiah: “I am appointed King by Him over Sion, His holy 
mountain.” And again: “The Lord hath said to Me: Thou art My 
Son, this day have I begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I will give Thee 
the nations for Thy inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth 
jor Thy possession” (Ps. ii, 7, 8). 

And the Angel Gabriel confirms the royal prerogative; “He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of David, His Father, and He 
shall reign in the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end” (Luke i. 32). 
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Could the Father have declared in a more eloquent way His will 
that Jesus Christ, as man, should share with Him the empire of the 
world? What king or emperor can boast so noble an origin as that 
of Our Savior? What cradle, however richly quilted and adorned 
with fine gold, is worthy to be compared to the manger in which Mary 
has laid her newly-born Son? What coat-of-arms, however richly 
blazoned and however famed in history, can be compared with that 
of the Son of Mary, which bears nothing but the three letters I. H. S. — 
Jesus, Savior of mankind? (Card. Lepicier.) 


Come, Let Us Adore! 


Let us beseech our dear King, Jesus, to fill our hearts with the 
sweet balm of His most holy Name. May the sweetness of its odor 
be diffused through our souls and may it inform all our actions. May 
it be the aspiration of our souls and the pledge of our eternal salvation. 

Let us also beseech Our Lady that, as she was the first to pronounce 
this lovable Name with a most lively faith and ardent love, we, too, 


may utter it with deep reverence and heartfelt devotion. 
— “Emmanuel” 


_~—~_, SC 
Father Matheo Arrives 


Rt HORTLY before going to press, we received the welcome news 
> that Father Matheo, the Apostle of the Enthronement, had 
arrived in San Francisco on the SS. Cleveland, on October 25th. 
This was indeed a source of joy for us, as we know it will be also for 
our readers. At this writing we have no definite information regarding 
his plans, but understand that California is to be the favored scene of 
his first labors in the United States. Let us continue daily to implore 
the Divine King of Love to bless his mission in our country so that 
his glowing words may everywhere enkindle anew the fire of love for 
the Sacred Heart. May his watchword: Adveniat! (Thy kingdom come! ) 
be often upon our lips, to spur us on to prayer and sacrifice for the 
reign of the Sacred Heart in hearts and homes. 





_~s<—_—.Co oo 
A Christmas Gift 
both beautiful and appropriate for your Catholic friends would be a 
likeness of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII. Portrait lithographed in 
rich colors, size 8 x 10 inches, mounted on colored background; suitable 


for framing, or may be used as it is. Price 25¢ each; discount of 25% 
on 50; 35% on 100. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Threefold Mass of Christmas 
<>: = 


THE great sun that blesses our world with life- 
giving light and heat is a symbol of the Holy 
Mass it so radiantly heralds, The self-same 
sun each morning makes day for the world, yet 
each rising has its own fresh and new beauty in de- 
lightful and ever-varied colors that tinge the clouds 
and mountain tops. Every morning Our Savior’s 
Body and Blood are offered in Holy Mass, the self- 
same sacrifice of Calvary for the sins of the world, 
yet each Mass has its own new and fresh beauty in 
the Introit, Collects and the intention of the priest. 
These mark with ever-varied color the Mass that 
makes the day for the Church. Each day’s feast is 
like a beautiful mantle which the Church wraps about 
the Host (a swaddling cloth of love) on the altar of 
our Bethlehem — our House of Divine Bread. 
Because each Mass is Bethlehem again, and each 
altar, however costly and splendid, is but a manger 
to the Eternal God, when the wheel of the year turns 
to Christmas Day the Church gives every priest the 
privilege of offering three Masses, so that as a day 
of days the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth may be fittingly celebrated. 
Lest, however, a threefold offering of even the Holy Mysteries should 
be monotonous, Holy Church with the artistry that marks her every 
act enfolds the Christmas Masses in a triple veil. The first of the three 
is celebrated at midnight and commemorates the eternal birth of the 
Second Person of the Blessed Trinity; the second, at daybreak, com- 
memorates the birth of Our Savior in the stable of Bethlehem; and 
the third, in the morning hours, His mystic birth in our hearts. 


1. The Eternal Birth of the Son of God 


The Triune God is described by Dante in his heavenly vision as 
being like “three circles glorious with unspeakable beauty, as of three 
rainbows within the deep and luminous substance of the high light.” 
The devout soul before the altar on Christmas Day sees beyond the 
lights and flowers, the singing and incense, and the rhythmic movements 
of the priest, and as far as human mind can comprehend the feeble 
form of human words describing the indescribable, his faith conjures 
for him the vision of the eternal generation of the Second Person of 
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the Blessed Trinity. The sonorous words of the Introit of the first 
Mass: “Filius meus es tu; ego hodie genui te— Thou art My Son; 
this day have I begotten Thee” (Ps. ii. 7), are a magician’s wand that 
summons before his mind the eternal day that can be measured by no 
mortal law. The mind reels as it tries to understand the idea of the 
omnipotent Deity, one God in three Divine Persons, equal to and dis- 
tinct from each other, without beginning as without end, existing always, 
each Divine Person true God, and yet not three Gods, but One, undivided 
and indivisible. Faith suffices and we will not try to penetrate the 
mystery. It is enough that God has revealed to us the fact, and our 
intellect bows in assent as our bodies bow in adoration to the Sacred 
Host in the Mass, knowing that under the lowly appearance of bread 
and wine is really and truly present “the Lord Jesus Christ, the only- 
begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God of God, 
Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not made, consubstantial 
with the Father” (Nicene Creed). 

It is not without significance that the Church sets midnight as 
the hour for the first Mass of Christmas. Besides the fact of the tradi- 
tion that Our Lord was born on earth at that hour, there is something 
mysterious and compelling in midnight when time seems to stand still 
between night and day. The very stillness of the hour seems to sym- 
bolize the silence of eternity, and our hearts are full of thanksgiving 
to God for the eternal birth of the Divine Word, the Second Person of 
the Holy Trinity. 


2. The Birth of Christ in Time 


The white-robed priest ascends the altar for the second of his 
Christmas Masses and reads the Introit: “A great light shines on us 
today because the Lord is born to us. And He shall be called Wonder- 
ful, God, the Prince of Peace, the Father of the world to come, and of 
His kingdom there shall be no end.” Thus the scene is set for us in 
the dawning of the day. Like the first brightness of the morning after 
the darkness of the night, as the prophet had foretold, Our Lord came 
into the world that first Christmas, the Light of the world after the 
centuries of darkness that had gloomed the world since the day when 
man by his disobedience had shut himself out from the light of God’s 
friendship. “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light, and to them that dwelt in the region of the shadows of death, 
light is given” (Is. ix. 2). 

The King of kings (God made man) gives His first audience to 
His creation. The angels steeped in the Beatific Vision look curiously 
on the mystery of love. The Blessed Mother and St. Joseph worship 
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with all the strength of their souls, and the dumb beasts gaze unmoved. 
In a little while the shepherds blunder into the cave and drop awkwardly 
on their knees at the sight of such loveliness as they have never seen 
before. 

As He lies on the swaddling clothes of the altar linens, so helpless 
and small and white, it is a sweet thought to picture the Mass as a 
renewal of His birth at Bethlehem. Around Him are His exulting 
angels adoring and praising, and devout souls whose love and pious 
worship are like even to His mother’s and St. Joseph’s. There are those, 
too, who, like the shepherds, “understand the word that was spoken 
to them concerning this Child,” though, like the shepherds, they also 
can only look and adore, dazed with the awe of the great things they 
are privileged to share. And there are those who, like the ox and the 
ass, gaze unmoved. And to them all, He is the King and loving Lord: 
“Qui propter nos homines, et propter nostram salutem descendit de 
coelis et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto, et homo factus est — Who 
for us men and for our salvation descended from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghost, and was made man.” 


3. The Spiritual Birth of Christ in Our Hearts 


When the morning is well on, the priest closes his triple act of 
Divine praise by his third Christmas Mass, which is offered in com- 
memoration of the mystic birth of Our Lord in the hearts of men. 

As the earth receives increasing warmth, the sun mounting higher 
in the heavens, so the devout soul glows with increasing love, sharing 
in the three Masses offered to Almighty God on Christmas Day. Over- 
whelmed with the tremendous mystery of the eternal generation of 
the Divine Son, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, moved 
beyond words at the ineffable condescension of His incarnation, we 
thrill with gratitude for the great gift of our Catholic Faith and yearn 
to make Him known to the world. Christ is born in our hearts. Bleak 
they may be as the cold, hard hills of Bethlehem; marred with the 
scars of many sins, roughened with unkindness to our fellowmen, with 
anger and care for the trivialities of life; chilled they may be with 
past neglect and indifference. But as the love of Our Lady and Saint 
Joseph made the stable-cave beautiful to His baby eyes, so our contri- 
tion and resolutions and devotion will make even of our hearts a home 
for Him who loves us so much. As Bethlehem was made a place of 
pilgrimage and the cave a sacred spot for all ages, because the God 
of heaven and earth began there His mission on earth, a tiny Babe, so 
are we made holy, a people apart, by His mystic birth in our hearts on 
Christmas Day. — “Eucharist and Priest.” 
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Little Chapters on Love 
—&:q= 
The Lion and the Lamb 


of a certain king and sold him false stones as real jewels. After 

some time the deception was discovered, and in punishment of it, 
the merchant was condemned to be devoured by lions. On the day 
fixed for his death, a great multitude had assembled to witness it. The 
King himself was there, surrounded by his court. A deep silence 
reigned in the crowd as they saw the condemned man led into the arena. 
Presently the gate of the arena was thrown open, and behold, instead 
of a raging lion, a little lamb came frisking in and ran toward the 
man, who thought his last hour had come. The people rejoiced to see 
this, for they knew that the King had shown mercy to the poor man, 
and they cried out with one voice, “Long live the King!” 

Our Heavenly Father has treated us in a similar manner, but with 
infinitely more mercy, in sending His own beloved Son — “the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sins of the world” — to redeem us. 


E ANCIENT history we read that a merchant went to the palace 


St. Vincent in Chains 


NE day, when St. Vincent de Paul was in Marseilles, he went to 
() visit the poor galley slaves who were sent to that city to serve the 
time of their punishment. There was amongst them one man who 
seemed sadder than the others. “Tell me, my good man,” said the 
saint, “what is it that makes you so sad?” The man replied: “I have 
a wife and little children who live far away from this place; my heart 
yearns to see them and speak to them, but whilst I am here I can 
never enjoy that happiness. This it is that makes me so sad.” 

St. Vincent, moved with compassion, resolved to obtain the release 
of this poor man at any cost. He therefore went to the overseer, to 
whom he was a stranger, and asked leave to take the poor man’s place, 
that the latter might have the happiness of being restored to the bosom 
of his family. His strange request was granted; the chains were re- 
moved from the poor galley slave and placed upon St. Vincent, and 
he was made to work in the place of the slave until, after some time, 
it was discovered who the saint was and he was set free. 

Our Savior, Jesus, did infinitely more for us. Out of love for us, 
poor, helpless sinners, He came down from heaven that He might, in 
His own Divine Person, make reparation for our sins and restore us 
to the love and friendship of His Heavenly Father. 
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The Child in the Wood 


MONK was passing through a forest one Christmas eve, meditating 
A on the goodness of God in sending His own Divine Son into the 
world to redeem us. Thinking he heard the cries of a child 
somewhere near him, he turned aside a little, and saw lying on the snow 
a beautiful infant, weeping and trembling in the cold. Filled with 
compassion, he addressed the weeping infant: “Ah, poor little one, 
how is it you are thus left alone? Who has had the cruelty to leave 
you here?” To his surprise the child answered: “Alas! how can I help 
weeping, when I am abandoned by everyone, even on this night of My 
love, when no one receives Me or has pity on Me!” With these words, 
the child disappeared. 
Realizing that it was the Divine Child Himself, the monk fell on 
his knees, and wept over the ingratitude of men toward Our Savior 
who in His mercy has become man for our salvation. 


God With Us 


N THE first Christmas night, the people of Bethlehem refused 
() shelter to St. Joseph and his holy Spouse who was about to give 
to the world the greatest treasure of God’s love. Had they 
known who it was they were turning from their door, they would cer- 
tainly have acted in a different manner. But alas! how many there 
are in our days who treat with indifference the same God of Love, 
dwelling with us in the Blessed Sacrament, though they have not the 
excuse of ignorance as did the people of Bethlehem. To make amends 
for their neglect, and to repair as far as*We can the injury which they 
thus offer to Almighty God, let us try to’ fejoice the Divine Babe by 
some special tokens of love and gratitude during this holy Christmas 
season. oe 
In remembrance of God’s Gift of Love to us, Christmas has become 
a time of gift giving. A Christmas gift of gratitude to God would 
certainly rejoice His Divine Heart and recompense Him for the cold- 
ness of so many others. One way of offering such a gift would be 
a coin of sacrifice toward our new Eucharistic Shrine in Tucson, 
Arizona, where the Divine Babe of Bethlehem will be ever surrounded 
by the adoration and love of devoted hearts. In return for your gift, 
the Divine Giver of all good gifts will grant you a recompense worthy 
of His infinite liberality; and when you appear before Him, begging 
admittance into His heavenly mansion, He will remember that here 
upon earth you helped to provide a home for Him in the Sacrament 
of His Love. 
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A Way to Help with the Tucson Adoration Chapel 


T THE time the Benedictine Sisters purchased a dwelling in 
f Tucson, Arizona, in 1935, the building most suited to their 
needs was for sale with the furniture included. This brought 


into their possession a rare and valuable set of teakwood. 


furniture. The seven pieces had been carved for the Portland Exposition 
but they arrived too late, and were purchased by the late Albert 
Steinfeld, Tucson, Arizona. Producers of modern teakwood furniture 
have praised these, pieces as one of the most exquisite sets of teakwood 
carving in the United States. The rich color of the wood, the deep 
carving and artistic design make the set a rare treasure, the more so, 
since this type of carving is rapidly becoming a lost art because of the 
belligerent state of the Orient. 

In the spirit of holy poverty the Benedictine Sisters wjsh to dis- 
pose of this set of furniture, as it is too rich for their use, and to turn 
the proceeds to the greater honor and glory of God in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. The purchase price of this set would be used to help pay 
off the loan made for the permanent Adoration Sanctuary in Tucson. 

If you know of anyone interested in antiques, it would be a real 
service to the Benedictine Sisters to call the attention of the party to 
this valuable collection, suitable for an elite hotel lobby, theatre foyer, 
drawing room of a home, etc. 

To anyone interested, a set of clear photos will be sent for study. 
For detailed description and price of furniture, address: 

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Tucson, Arizona 


FOR SALE: The building used by the Benedictine Sisters of Tucson, 
Arizona, during the past five years for temporary Adora- 
tion Chapel and Convent, is to be vacated in December, and is for sale. 
The 18-room brick, stuccoed dwelling, is in a good state of repair. 
Plumbing, electric wiring, and gas connections are in first class con- 
dition. Water, light and paving assessments are all clear. The grounds 
consist of three acres, beautifully planted in ornamental trees and 
shrubs (by the previous owners), and well kept. 

Tucson has long been recognized as a health resort. The building 
might be used for four families (according to zoning restrictions), or 
for a home for non-communicable diseases, such as sinus, arthritis, 
cardiac patients, or a maternity home, etc. 

Interest has been shown in leasing it for a home for army officers, 
3,320 of whom are to be assigned to duty in Tucson during the coming 
winter, since Tucson, because of its all-year-round flying weather con- 
ditions, has been selected as an army air base. This affords an opportu- 
nity for someone with means to invest in the purchase of the property, 
and in turn lease it to the Government for officers’ use. 

If any of our kind friends or subscribers know of someone who 
might be interested in its purchase, you would do a real favor to the 
Benedictine Sisters by informing such persons that the property is on 
the market. For information and terms, address: 

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Tucson, Arizona 
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Brother Innocent’s Harp 
as so ie Sa 
A Legend of Christmas 


USK was falling on the eve of the feast of St. Thomas, 
December 20th. In the age-old Abbey at the foot 
of the mountain, good Father Abbot Hugh was busy 
writing in his cell when the Brother Doorkeeper 
brought word that a stranger had come asking ad- 
mission to the Order. With a quiet smile, Father 
Abbot rose to his feet and made his way to the guest 
room. There he beheld before him a youth clad in 
the gayest of garments, with a beautiful golden harp 

hung over his shoulder. He was evidently one who followed the pro- 

fession of a wandering minstrel. But Father Abbot did not need to be 
told this, for he recognized the youth. Just a week before, as he was 
riding home from a near-by city, he had passed through the much 
frequented amusement center known as the Fair. There he noticed 

that the attention of the pleasure-seeking throng was centered on a 

youthful minstrel, who presented a handsome picture in his gay attire, 

and who was singing songs of extraordinary sweetness and beauty. The 
people were wildly enthusiastic over the merry young singer, who it was 
said composed his own songs. They were pressing round him, as Father 

Abbot paused to listen, flinging flowers at his feet, and it was whispered 

that the King’s cousin had offered to take the boy to the court, to 

make of him the court minstrel... ~ 

Now the handsome lad was here on his knees, praying the Abbot 
to give him the holy habit of religion! ‘But,’’ Father Abbot said in 
astonishment, “I have heard that they would make you the court 
minstrel... Surely, you have not already grown tired of tke court?” 
Well did the wise Superior know that many a courtier had discovered 
the hollowness of the frivolous life at the King’s court, and had only 
too gladly abandoned ali the tinsel gayety for the solitude of the 
cloister. But this talented boy might have had the world at his feet! 

In reply to the query of Father Abbot, the youth said, “Yes, the 
world has flung its fair flowers at my feet, and what shall I do with 
them? Shall I not do what a child does with the flowers he gathers in 
the meadow? He takes them and puts them into the lap of his mother, 
that she may do with them what she wills... So, I would bring the 
flowers of my-meagre talents and lay them into the lap of my holy 
Mother, the Church.’”’ Then the boy removed the beautiful harp from 
his shoulder, strumming a few chords upon the strings. ‘I would fain 
sing songs for the brethren,” he said in a scarcely audible voice, ‘‘to 
make their hearts glad and gay; and I would fain sing carols for the 
poor at Christmas.” 

“But you know a novice does not choose his tasks,’’ Father Abbot 
said gravely, as the young musician laid the harp at his feet. ‘“Would 
you prefer to weave a daisy chain and bid your mother wear it, rather 
than to give her the flowers to do with as she will?” 
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“T have given you the harp, Father Abbot,’’ the boy answered 
simply... And so it came about that the holy Abbot Hugh received 
the youthful minstrel into his Order. ‘‘Now take your harp,” he told 
the boy, “hang it on a nail in your cell, and do not take it down until 
I give you leave, for I am greatly in need of someone to wash the dishes 
and sweep the corridors.” 

So the beautiful harp was hung from a nail on the wall of the young 
brother’s cell. At Christmas time the monks sang their accustomed 
carols when the poor folk gathered to be fed in the great hall of the 
Abbey. The months sped by, one after another, and still the harp of 
the brother, who might have been singing for the King, hung on its 
nail, the strings now broken, and a heavy cobweb woven between it 
and the corner, for Brother Innocent would not take down his beloved 
treasure without leave, even to dust it. 

And thus a year passed. Brother Innocent still washed the dishes 
and swept the corridors, for Father Abbot had great need of someone 
to do those tasks, and the Brother was cheery at his work, with great - 
peace and calm in his soul. Another Christmas was approaching, and 
with it the year of novitiate would be ended for Brother Innocent. Then 
one night Father Abbot was just falling asleep after night office, when 
he heard the sound of a harp, with music of a wonderful sweetness and 
gayety... a Christmas carol, the like of which he had never heard be- 
fore — not even when he listened to the youthful minstrel at the Fair. 
Father Abbot listened, looking very grave. Swiftly he rose and left 
his cell, passing down the corridor to that of the novice-brother who 
possessed a harp upon which he had been forbidden to play. Abbot 
Hugh paused outside the cell door, the music holding him enraptured. 
What a gift was that of the young Brother! Father Abbot almost 
wished he had been spared the discovery of Brother Innocent’s defec- 
tion from obedience. Reluctantly he pushed open the door and walked 
into the cell. But'lo! Brother Innocent lay asléep on his cot and the 
harp hung in its accustomed place on the wall, thickly covered with 
dust and cobwebs. The cold air came whistling through the chinks in 
the rough wall, for the cell was poorly built. Could it be that the 
errant breeze had made such music? 

Father Abbot quietly returned to his cell. Next day he summoned 
Brother Innocent. ‘‘My son,” he said kindly, “I would have you take 
down your harp and string it, and compose a carol for Christmas; And 
I would have you play for the brethren ever and anon, for God has 
use for your talent, now that He has tested you and proved that you 
have first of all given yourself. For that is the only way in which the 
giving may be done, if a man would fain give all that he has.” 

So it came about that when the poor folk had assembled as usual 
for the Christmas charity feast in the great Abbey hall; and the good 
monks were serving them at table, the young brother, who had just 
made his vows, took up his harp and played lightly upon the strings. 
And the music that came forth was the merriest carol and the sweetest 
they had ever heard. All were held spellbound, but most of all the 
holy Abbot Hugh, for he had heard that selfsame carol before, during 
the silence of the night, when Brother Innocent lay asleep upon his 
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cot and the harp hung covered with dust and cobwebs upon the wall 
of his poor cell... Now Father Abbot understood that Brother Inno- 
cent had truly given his all to God! 





Christmas in Prison 
<p: fe 


ANY thousands of persons will celebrate the 
sublime feast of Christmas this year in loneli- 
ness and dejection, in need and anxiety, in 
poverty and sickness, some confined to a miser- 
able room on a poor pallet, others even on a 
hard guard-bed in a dark, cold prison cell. 
There is indeed much misery on earth even on 
Christmas Day, the birthday feast of the 
incarnate, eternal Love, a day on which all mankind should rejoice and 
be happy. 

And are we not aware also that thousands upon thousands of 
souls languish in the painful prison of purgatory, and are consumed in 
unappeased and ardent longing for God? Certainly it is true that 
misery and affliction are lightened when they are shared by sympathetic 
and generous hearts, who have learned from the incarnate Son of God 
to love their brothers and sisters in Christ and to do them good. May 
we not hear the Christmas angel, in these sentiments, admonishing us 
earnestly: “You, dear Christian, are composed of body and soul; there- 
fore do not look only to material needs, to things that pertain to the 
senses; look beyond into the spirit world where there are souls who 
once lived on earth even as you now do, and who are in need and 
distress, whose unspeakably painful suffering you can alleviate and 
shorten. Oh, be manly and do not sympathize only with needs that 
you can perceive with your senses — assist also the poor souls in pur- 
gatory. Holy Church teaches you that your prayer may reach over 
into the other world and bring consolation and assistance to the im- 
prisoned souls who cannot help themselves. If you could look into 
the depths of the other world, with what horrors would you not be 
overcome! There, trifles which we hardly consider sin are punished 
with fire: vanity, useless words, apathy toward an offender, ease, sen- 
suality, neglect of one’s duty.” 

The souls in purgatory are beloved children of God, who love 
Him, who belong to the faithful followers of the Christ Child, who 
long to be blessed in that “Light of lights” which first shed its rays 
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in the stable of Bethlehem — the beautiful Child of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. But they still have debts to pay, and what is so bitter to them, 
they have nothing wherewith to pay them. Their longing cries resound 
in vain on the doors of their prison; heaven remains closed to them. 
Are they to spend this Christmas also in painful bonds, in a lonely 
prison? It is for us to break their fetters, to open their gates. 

A certain spiritual writer says: “Oh, that we would but consider 
for a moment how much the Heavenly Father is glorified when but one 
poor soul finally enters the place of rest, of light and peace! What 
joy at that moment floods the incarnate Son of God! What streams 
of glowing love are poured forth from the Holy Spirit into that elect 
soul, which in the fire of the Divine operations is itself changed into 
glowing fire! What an abyss of consolation, what bliss will it not bring 
to that soul, that member of Christ, which has at length reached its 
goal and is to become a glorified member of the Mystical Body of 
Christ, in eternal security!” 

Let us, then, for the feast of Christmas, give this glory to the 
Most Blessed Trinity; let us give this joy to at least one member of 
the Divine Child Jesus, to one of our co-members in His Mystical Body. 
What we do for God and for souls is not done in vain; it has an eternal 
value. Our prayers and sacrifices are never in vain, for the poor souls 
especially, because they cannot, like so many living in sin and unbelief, 
resist grace. On the contrary, these souls thirst intensely for all that 
will bring them to God. 

The best means by which we may speedily obtain release for the 
captive souls in purgatory is through the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
This is the precious ransom which Holy Church places into our hands 
so lavishly on the feast of Christmas, when each priest may three times 
ascend to the altar of the Lord and there offer the great Sacrifice of 
peace. Therefore, let us not fail to pay the debts of those souls who 
still suffer in purgatory, that they may soon be released and enter into 
heaven, there to unite in the eternal praises of the angels and saints. 


_~~_—_ oan 


Through Death to Life 


is the title of our new booklet on Extreme Unction and How to Assist 
the Sick and Dying. How often through lack of instruction, the latter 
are deprived of the helps and consolations which Holy Church so richly 
provides for them! This booklet supplies such instruction in a clear 
and edifying manner. Also contains the ritual of Extreme Unction and 
Recommendations for the Departing Soul. A real treasure for the 
Catholic household! 64 pages, 10¢ each. Reduction for 50 or more. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 























Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
>: <4- 
The Apostles’ Creed 


SEVENTH ARTICLE 
“From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.” 
>: q- 
The Parousia, or Second Coming of Christ 
ESUS Christ, who at His first coming upon earth appeared under the 
] form of a little child, in poverty, humiliation and weakness, to 
redeem the world, will come a second time in splendor, magnificence 
and power to judge the living and the dead, at the end of the world. 
This second coming of Christ is frequently referred to in sacred writings 
as the Parousia. On the day of His glorious ascension into heaven, 
when the disciples stood gazing heavenward after He had disappeared 
above the clouds, two men clothed in white appeared to them and said: 
“Ye men of Galilee, why stand you looking up to heaven? This Jesus 
who is taken up from you into heaven shall so come as you have seen 
Him going into heaven” (Acts, i. 11). 

As Our Savior was glorified in His resurrection, and again in His 
admirable ascension into heaven, so also will He be glorified on the 
day of His second coming, when He will appear in great majesty and 
will be publicly acknowledged by the whole universe as the supreme 
Lord and Judge of all creatures. Although the power of judging belongs 
equally to each of the Three Divine Persons, it is especially committed 
to the Second Person as Man. ‘“‘The Father hath given all judgment 
to the Son,’”’ says the Beloved Disciple (John v. 22). Having been 
humiliated and judged unjustly by wicked and cruel men here below, 
Christ will on the last day be exceedingly exalted when all creatures 
are forced to bow before His tribunal. On that day He will celebrate 
His final triumph over all His enemies, and will make His faithful 
servants sharers in His triumph and glory; He will wonderfully renew 
both heaven and earth, and bring all His friends into the never-ending 
joy of their Lord, while His enemies will be banished forever into the 
eternal abyss of darkness and torment. 
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The Last Judgment 


No article of faith is more clearly or frequently set forth in Holy 
Scripture, both in the Old and the New Testament, than that of the 
final judgment. The Prophets of the Old Law refer to the day of judg- 
ment as “the day of the Lord” in which the nations will be summoned 
to judgment. In the New Testament it is called ‘‘the day of the Lord’”’ 
(1 Thess. v. 2), “‘the day of Christ’’ (Phil. i. 6), ‘the day of the Son 
of Man” (Luke xvii. 30), and “‘the last day” (John vi. 39); and in the 
Sequence of the Mass for the Dead it is called “the day of wrath, the 
dreadful day which shall lay all the world in ashes.”’ 

Nothing more terrible can be conceived than the prospect which 
the Scriptures give us of this last accounting day with all the signs 
and disturbances that shall precede it. These predictions, however, 
are not intended to serve as exact indications of the time of the judg- 
ment, for that day and hour are known to God alone and will come 
when least expected. They are intended principally to foreshadow the 
last judgment and to keep the end of the world before the minds of 
Christians as a salutary warning, without, however, exciting vain fears 
or useless curiosity. The uncertainty of the day of judgment was 
continually urged by Our Savior and the Apostles as an incentive to 
vigilance. 


Signs Which Are to Precede the End of the World 


According to the Scriptures, the end of the world will be preceded 
by many extraordinary events. Among those mentioned are principally 
the following: — 

1. The preaching of the Christian religion to all nations. 

. The conversion of the Jews. 
. The return of the Prophets Henoch and Elias. 
. A great apostasy from the Faith. 
. The appearance of false prophets. 
. Wars, famine, pestilence, etc. 
. The reign of the Antichrist. 
. Extraordinary disturbances in nature. 
9. Purification of the world by fire. 
10. The raising of the dead. 
11. The appearance of the Cross in the heavens. 


Some of these events will no doubt cover a considerable period 
of time, and may be regarded as remote signs of the approach of the 
end; others will take place immediately before the judgment and may 
be regarded as proximate or immediate signs. 

Christ Himself foretold the preaching of the Gospel to all nations 
when He said: ‘‘And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
the whole world, for a testimony to all nations, and then shall the 
consummation come” (Matt. xxiv. 14). The establishment of the Church 
over all nations is, in fact, foretold on many pages of Holy Scripture. 
“He shall rule from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the 
earth... And all kings of the earth shall adore Him; all nations shall 
serve Him” (Ps. Ixxi. 8, 11). “All the nations Thou hast made shall 
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come and adore before Thee, O Lord” (Ps. Ixxxv. 9). ‘“‘His kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and all kings shall serve Him and obey 
Him” (Dan. vii. 27). These and many other prophecies make it cer- 
tain that the reign of Christ shall be truly universal. But they will 
not be fulfilled until after the defeat of Antichrist, when the unfaithful 
Gentile nations will return to the Faith and the Jews will accept Christ 
as the true Messias. 

That the Jews will be converted to Christianity before the end of 
the world is foretold by St. Paul in his epistle to the Romans: “Blind- 
ness in part has happened in Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles 
should come in. And so all Israel shall be saved, as it is written: ‘There 
shall come out of Sion, he that shall deliver, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob’’”’ (Rom, xi. 26). Various passages in the 
books of Isaias, Jeremias and Daniel are also regarded as prophetic 
of the conversion of the Jews. 

The belief that the Prophets Henoch and Elias, who were 
translated alive from the earth, will return toward the end of the 
world as precursors of the second coming of Christ, is based on several 
texts of Holy Scripture. Henoch, who lived before the giving of the 
Law, will return to convert the heathen, and Elias, the Israelite, to 
convert the Jews. Both Prophets will give strong testimony for Christ 
and will be killed by the Antichrist, to rise from death after a short time. 

As regards the great falling off from the Faith, St. Paul speaks, in 
his epistle to the Thessalonians, of a ‘‘revolt” that is to come (2 Thess. 
ii. 3). Interpreters of the Scriptures understand by this revolt a great 
reduction in the number of the faithful through the abandonment of 
the Christian religion by many nations. Some commentators also cite, 
as confirming this belief, the words of Christ: “‘But yet the Son of 
man, when He cometh, shall He find, think you, faith on earth?” 
(Luke xviii. 8.) 

Our Savior foretold the coming of false prophets in the following 
words: “Take heed that no man seduce you: For many will come in 
My Name saying, I am Christ: and they will seduce many’ (Matt. 
xxiv. 4, 5). ‘“‘For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, 
and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch as to deceive (if 
possible) even the elect” (Ibid. 24). These false prophets will work 
wonders, by the power of the evil spirits, so as to deceive even the elect 
of God. They will teach a variety of doctrines in contradiction of the 
truth, so that great confusion of minds and hearts will result. 

Concerning the Antichrist, much obscurity and difference of opinion 
prevails, but it is generally admitted, from various passages in Holy 
Scripture, that before the end of the world a powerful adversary of 
Christ will appear, who will persecute the Church and seduce nations 
by the wonders he performs. St. Paul speaks of him as “the man of 
sin... the son of perdition, who opposeth and is lifted up above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped, so that he sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself as if he were God... And then that 
wicked one shall be revealed; ‘whom ‘the Lord Jesus shall kill in the 
spirit of His mouth: and shall destroy with the brightness of His 
coming: him, whose coming is according to the working of Satan, in 
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all power, and signs, and lying wonders, and in all seduction of iniquity 
to them that perish’ (2 Thess. 3, 4, 8-10). 

St. John says: “Who is a liar, but he who denieth that Jesus is 
the Christ: This is Antichrist, who denieth the Father and the Son’”’ 
(1 Ep. ii. 22). From the seventh and eighth chapters of the Book of 
Daniel we may gather that the Antichrist will be of Jewish origin, 
proud, cruel and voluptuous, working signs and wonders, the author 
of a great apostasy from the Faith, who will subdue the world and 
reign in Jerusalem. 

The 12th chapter of the Apocalypse describes the final conflict 
that will be waged between the Church and Satan, under the symbolic 
forms of ‘‘a woman clothed with the sun...’’ and “‘the dragon and his 
angels.’’ The following remarks, drawn from the commentary of Rev. 
Sylvester Berry, throw an interesting light on this and other passages 
of the Apocalypse. This conflict, he says, will be a war unto death 
between the Church and the powers of darkness in a final effort of 
Satan to destroy the Church and thus prevent the universal reign of 
Christ on earth. Satan will first attempt to destroy the power of the 
Papacy and bring about the downfall of the Church through heresies, 
schisms and persecutions. Failing in this, he will then attack the 
Church from without. For this purpose He will raise up Antichrist 
and his prophet to lead the faithful into error and destroy those who 
remain steadfast. St. Michael, the guardian angel of the Church, will 
come with his hosts to defend her against the onslaughts of Satan and 
his minions. As our Divine Savior has a representative on earth in the 
person of the Pope, upon whom He has conferred full powers to teach 
and to govern, so likewise Antichirst will have a representative in a 
false prophet, who will be endowed with the plenitude of satanic powers 
to deceive the nations. 

Antichrist will establish himself in Jerusalem, where a great num- 
ber of Jews will have gathered. There, by lying wonders, he will set 
himself up as the Messias, still looked for by the majority of Jews, 
and will be received by them as such. Through the power of false 
miracles, the prophet of Antichrist will lead the Gentile nations to 
adore him also as the true Messias promised of old by the prophets. 

Many theologians believe that Antichrist will rebuild the Temple 
of Jerusalem, in which he will establish his throne and be worshipped 
as God. His power, however, will be of short duration (three and one- 
half years — Apoc. xiii. 5); but during this time he will pour out blas- 
phemies against God and against the Blessed Sacrament (the tabernacle 
of God.) He will prevail against the Church for a short time, and his 
kingdom will have the semblance of universality; but one nation, at 
least, will remain faithful to the Church, and the elect whose names 
are written in the book of life will not adore Antichrist. After a short 
period of victory, Antichrist and his followers will be overcome and 
destroyed. To be continued 

—_<<<<— 

Please include in your pious prayers the December MISSION 

INTENTION of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith: — 


“For all works which help the Missions.” 




















Little Sstcca’ League 
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7 ,HROUGH our dear Heavenly Mother, Mary, we offer to 
each of our Eucharistic Knights and Handmaids our 
prayerful good wishes for a happy, blessed Christmas. 
May the dear little Christ Child bring to your hearts great 
peace and joy on His Birthday, and help you to always 
love Him more and more! If we truly love Jesus and 
Mary, we will ever remain faithful to them, and try to 
prove our love by living good, holy lives. 
J Dear Little Lovers, as you know, there were many 
angels about the crib in Bethlehem when Jesus was born. 
Those blessed spirits knew that He was the Son of God and they tried 
to give to Him all the honor and glory which they knew He deserved. 
And do you not think that they tried to help the Blessed Virgin and 
St. Joseph too? Surely, it would have given you all great joy to have 
been present in the stable at that blessed time, to have knelt beside the 
straw-filled manger which sheltered the tiny Babe, to have gazed into 
His bright eyes and perhaps even to have held His little hands. And 
how you would have delighted to help the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph 
to make the poor cave as comfortable as possible for the tender Infant 
Jesus! 
You know that Jesus came to earth in order to save souls, which 
He loved so much that He gladly shed the last drop of His Blood for 
them. Therefore, if you can help Him save souls, you will be giving 
Him a gift which He wants most of all. As your Christmas gift to 
the newborn Savior, this year, would you not like to help Him save 
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souls? You can do that in no way better than by praying for them. 
Perhaps you car make some kind of a little chart to follow, counting 
your prayer-offerings from December first until the twenty-fifth, so 
that you will know just what gift you have to offer Jesus for Christmas. 


Practice: To help Jesus save souls for which He came into this 
world. 
Aspiration: O Jesus, born of Virgin bright, 
Immortal glory be to Thee; 
Praise to the Father infinite 
And Holy Ghost eternally. 


Your Contest 


Dear Little Lovers, we can see from your fine contest letters that 
you are beginning to get acquainted with Joan and John, and we hope 
you enjoy their friendship. The answers to Joan’s first questions were 
all good, and we found it hard to decide the two prize winners. That 
seems to be our usual difficulty! There were many new writers for 
this contest, and we extend a hearty welcome to them, as well as to 
our faithful friends from Our Lady of Angels Academy, Notre Dame of 
Maryland Academy, the dear blind children from St. Joseph’s School, 
and others. Space does not permit us to list all the name here, but 
we assure each one of you a welcome and hope you will continue your 
good work, 


In the group over twelve years, first prize goes to Richard Kolling, 
age 12, of Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minnesota. Here 
is his letter: — 


John Brown and little Joan Smith were neighbors. Often Joan’s mother 
invited John to have dinner with them. They, being non-Catholic, often had 
meat on Friday, and John would always politely refuse to eat it. Then, too, 
John would never sit down without saying a prayer before meals, nor would 
he leave table without doing the same after meals. Joan's curiosity was aroused 
so one day she picked up courage and said, “John, what do you say before and 
after eating, and why didn’t you eat the meat Mother offered you today?” 

John answered, “Before I start my dinner, I say, ‘Bless us, O Lord, and 
these Thy gifts which we are about to receive from Thy bounty, through Christ 
Our Lord. Amen.’ We say this to ask God's blessing on us and the food which 
we are about to take, to show that everything good comes from God. 

“After meals, we say, ‘We give Thee thanks, O Almighty God, for all 
Thy benefits, who livest and reignest forever. May the souls of the faithful 
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. After we have 
satisfied ourselves with the good food, then we become stronger, so we thank 
God for everything He has so graciously given, especially these days when 
there are so many, men, women and children, who are suffering the pangs of 
hunger. 

“Now, as for not eating the meat your mother offered me, I'll explain 
that also. You know, Jesus came down from heaven to show us how to live, 
and because He offered Himself up for us on the Cross, on Good Friday, He 
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suffered terrible pains. He did not have to endure these pains, but He wanted 
to show us that nothing was too great for Him to suffer to win our love. 
Don't you think we should do something to show our love for Jesus? Then, 
too, our holy Church commands us not to eat meat on Friday.” 

Then Joan said, ‘Oh, I see now, and because you love Jesus, you abstain 
from eating meat on Friday. That is a beautiful custom, John, and from now 
on I shall ask Mother not to cook any meat on Friday, so we can also show 
our love for Jesus.” 

Honorable mention in this group goes to the following: — 
Leona Strugata, age 12, St. Roman School, Chicago, III. 
Rose Mary Balbo, age 13, St. Joseph’s School for Blind, Jersey City, N.J. 
Stanley Kozel, age 14, St. Joseph’s School for Blind, Jersey City, N. J. 
Mary Murphy, age 13, St. Joseph’s School for Blind, Jersey City, N. J. 
Mercedes Paris, age 12, Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minn. 


In the group under twelve years, first prize goes to Florence Hazel 
Bruner, age 11, Koshkonong, Missouri. Here is her letter: — 

I believe the answers to Joan's questions are: John always says grace 
before meals because we should never start anything without asking God's 
blessing and grace. John says grace after meals because he wants to thank 
God for what He has given. The prayers John says are these: (Before meals) 
Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about to receive from Thy 
bounty, through Christ Our Lord. Amen. (After meals) We give Thee thanks, 
O Lord, for all Thy benefits, who livest and reignest world without end. And 
may the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen. 

John will never eat meat on Friday because Jesus died on the Cross on 
Friday and this is a sacrifice to Jesus, as well as a precept of Holy Church. 
Good Catholics never eat meat on Friday. 


Honorable mention in this group goes to the following: — 
Eugene Berg, age 9, St. Catherine’s School, Allentown, Pa. 

Barbara McGuire, age 11, St. Sylvester’s School, Concord, N. Y. 
Margaret Ann Wieseler, age 8, St. Mary’s School, Wynot, Nebr. 
Nancy Gans, age 9, Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, Md. 
Dorothy Ann Bruner, age 7, Koshkonong, Mo. 

Joan and John were busy getting ready for Christmas. They were 
each preparing a “surprise gift” for their mothers. One day, as they 
were working together in Joan’s playroom, Joan said to John: “Oh, 
I can hardly wait till Christmas eve. We go to Church about seven 
o’clock. There will be a great big Christmas tree there, and Santa 
Claus will distribute gifts to the children. Then we will sing some 
songs and say a few prayers. After we come home, we shall have our 
gifts waiting for us here. Isn’t Christmas a jolly time, John?” John 
was silent a few moments, and then answered, “Yes, it is, but it’s much 
more than that. It is really a sacred time, Joan, for it tells us of the 
birth of the little Christ Child in Bethlehem so long ago.” Then Joan 
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said, “What do you do on Christmas eve, John?” “Oh, after supper 
we decorate our Christmas tree, and then we all gather around the 
Advent Wreath and say the prayers we have been reciting all during 
Advent, to prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus. Then we chil- 
dren go to bed early, so that we will be wide awake for the Midnight 
Mass. There is nothing so beautiful in all the world as that Midnight 
Mass, Joan. During this Mass we receive the Baby Jesus into our hearts 
and offer Him our gifts of love. After Mass is over, we come home 
and try to get a little sleep before the next Mass, which is at six o’clock. 
After that we have our breakfast and return to Church for the High 
Mass which is at ten o’clock. Then we come home and all open our 
gifts together, and they are all the better because we waited to open 
them until we had first paid our homage to the dear little Babe of 
Bethlehem.” Then Joan said wistfully, “We do not have such a nice 
Christmas as yours, John. Couldn’t I go with you and receive the 
Christ Child into my heart too? Won't you please tell me why you 
have the service at midnight and two others besides?” 

Dear Little Lovers, what do you think John told Joan in answer 
to her question? The prize for this month will be a nice rosary. 


o_o an 


Hirtistic Calendars for 1940 


CALENDAR is a necessity in every home. An 
artistic calendar with devotional subjects serves a 
double purpose: it adds charm to the room and also 
furnishes inspiring thoughts, elevating the mind 
above the cares of everyday life. 

Our calendars for 1940 cover a variety of 
religious subjects, in sepia and colors, including a 
picture of Pope Pius XII in colors; each subject wor- 

thy of being framed later as a holy picture. Feasts and fasts are 

plainly indicated on calendar pad, 25¢ each. 


(Size of calendar, 15x 9% inches. Calendar pad 7x3% in. 
with figures in black and red.) 





—_~<~~s— 
Contents — December, 1940 
‘Behold, I Knock...” — Christmas Thoughts from St. Bernard — 


Jesus Speaks of His Blessing — The First Enthronement — The Three- 
fold Mass of Christmas — Little Chapters on Love — Brother Innocent’s 
Harp — Christmas in Prison — Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
— Little Lovers’ League. 
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Large round cocoa beads on steel chain, without chain between beads, 




















nickel-bound cross $0.50 
Square beads, either black or white, on white metal chain with oxidized 

cross and center; length 19 inches ....... -50 
Imitation mother-of-pearl beads, square, on white metal chain with 

metal cross and center; colors: blue or cream -40 
Black composition beads, square, on white metal chain, with ebonized 

CS TUE RI: Tocca picker pac tecsc retrace icing bvctleniconanecs -35 
Black cocoa beads on steel chain, nickel-bound cross ................-....-....-- -26 
Imitation stone beads with sterling silver chain, cross and center; 

colors: white, blue, pink or green 2.25 
Maroon, black or brown (natural) cocoa beads on German silver chain, 

nickel-bound cross; oxidized center .............-.---.-.---.-----ssce-sesceenneeeae 1.00 
Imitation stone beads on German silver chain; 17 in., colors: ohio, 

amethyst, crystal, emerald, garnet, blue .. -90 





Crucifixes 


(When remittance accompanies the order, the Crucifix will be enriched with the 
Papal indulgence, the indulgences of the Stations and of the dying.) 











Hanging Crucifix, rosewood, brass inlaid, bronze corpus; 10 in. ........ $1.25 

12. in. 2.00 

Kbony Crucifix, plain edge -"@ tes: 80 8 in. 1.25 

Nickel-bound Crucifix ....................--.s.sscsssessee-+0 5 in. .50 6 in. .60 

Genuine Ebony Crucifix, beveled edges and artistic corpus; 7% in. size 1.00 
An Ideal Prayer-book 


Golden Links — a complete manual of prayers, size 2% x 4% in. 347 pages; 
small print. An IDEAL Christmas Gift in any of the following bindings: 
black or white cloth, 50¢ each; black or white imitation leather, with 
gold edges, 80¢ each; black or white skiver leather, gold edges, $1.00 
each. A beautiful gift remembrance for a bride or groom, at confirma- 
tion, a birthday, anniversary, etc. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Christhas 
Srectings 


are best expressed by giving 


Cr 
ristmas Plessings 


HE spirit of the holy Christmas-tide is preserved and 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS multiplied by the bestowal of 
spiritual gifts. To this end, may we suggest that our 
collection of 69 booklets would make a most appropriate 
gift? Some of our friends have established the custom 
of purchasing an entire set, and distributing the various 
booklets among their gift packages. 


A COMPLETE SET 
of 69 publications is especially priced at $5.00 postpaid 
Booklets worth $6.50 at regular prices 


Special Christmas Favorites 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus — 2 charming booklet es- 
pecially suitable for this 


season of the year. It contains prayers addressed to the Infant Savior, 
with Litany and the Proper of the Mass for Christmas. 5¢ each. 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — 4 ideal gift for children from 
the ages of six years upward. 


It contains two Mass devotions, confession and Communion prayers, 
Benediction devotions, the Stations, litanies — everything a child could 
desire, with 28 appealing pictures. Black or white imitation leather 
binding, 60¢ éach; black, white, blue or rose stiff cloth, 35¢ each; 
flexible cloth, 20¢ each. 








Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





